1. My Family and Other Animals BY Gerald Durrell

When the unconventional Durrell family can no longer endure the damp, gray English climate,
they do what any sensible family would do: sell their house and relocate to the sunny Greek
isle of Corfu. My Family and Other Animals was intended to embrace the natural history of the
island but ended up as a delightful account of Durrell’s family’s experiences, from the many
eccentric hangers-on to the ceaseless procession of puppies, toads, scorpions, geckoes,
ladybugs, glowworms, octopuses, bats, and butterflies into their home.

2. Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit BY Jeanette Winterson

This is the story of Jeanette, adopted and brought up by her mother as one of God's elect.
Zealous and passionate, she seems destined for life as a missionary, but then she falls for one
of her converts.

At sixteen, Jeanette decides to leave the church, her home and her family, for the young woman
she loves.

Innovative, punchy and tender,Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit is a few days ride into the
bizarre outposts of religious excess and human obsession.

3. Our Man in Havana BY Graham Greene

First published in 1959, Our Man in Havana is an espionage thriller, a penetrating character
study, and a political satire that still resonates to this day. Conceived as one of Graham Greene's
‘entertainments,’ it tells of MI6's man in Havana, Wormold, a former vacuum-cleaner salesman
turned reluctant secret agent out of economic necessity. To keep his job, he files bogus reports
based on Lamb's Tales from Shakespeare and dreams up military installations from vacuum-
cleaner designs. Then his stories start coming disturbingly true.

4. Never Let Me Go BY Kazuo Ishiguro

Hailsham seems like a pleasant English boarding school, far from the influences of the city. Its
students are well tended and supported, trained in art and literature, and become just the sort
of people the world wants them to be. But, curiously, they are taught nothing of the outside
world and are allowed little contact with it.

Within the grounds of Hailsham, Kathy grows from schoolgirl to young woman, but it’s only
when she and her friends Ruth and Tommy leave the safe grounds of the school (as they always
knew they would) that they realize the full truth of what Hailsham is.

Never Let Me Go breaks through the boundaries of the literary novel. It is a gripping mystery,
a beautiful love story, and also a scathing critique of human arrogance and a moral examination
of how we treat the vulnerable and different in our society. In exploring the themes of memory
and the impact of the past, Ishiguro takes on the idea of a possible future to create his most
moving and powerful book to date.
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What is in a Novel?

Characters

The actors in the story, they can be people, animals or even robots.

Setting

The time, place and location in which a story takes place.

Point of View
First Person- the narrator is part of the story
OR

Third Person- the narrator is outside looking in

Theme

The main message that The Reader takes away from the story.

Plot

The series of events in a story



